Why...
Spring of Martyrdom Festival?




Introduction

The enormous development in the media field has made the world look like a small
village whose dwellers deal with the information at top speed and a wide —spread manner
and this without the least doubt contributed a lot to increasing the acquaintance of the
world with the immortal Husseini revivalism . On the whole , man , by nature , is eager to
witness sublime meanings which can be summed up in one who could be a typical example
to people ; a model to be followed suit and be the center of attraction round whom people
could find their refuge and shelter.

For all these factors and others people rush down to blessed Karbala of Hussein (P.B.U.H.)
where one can fill his sight with the loftiness of the edifice and the typicality of the example
along the ages .

Hussein’s Martyrdom can be characterized as being a spring in which its fruits have
ripened, matured and ready for harvesting and whose buds blossomed into flowers
whose whiffs covered the whole of the universe. Infatuated hearts , followed by brilliant
minds directed their ways towards Karbala — to express their profuse sentiments of love
for their Imam and renew their allegiance to him — all together united by their love for Imam




Hussein (P.B.U.H.) .

This love for the Imam culminated in the emergence of the World Cultural Spring
of Martyrdom which is a mirror that reflected the true image of Islam as it has been
and expressed in a poem whose tragic tone stirred the deepest of human emotions in
remembrance of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) whose lines takes the listener to a world in which
the attributes of the Imam — the Master of the Martyrs - are well embodied - expressing his
affiliation to the Prophet ; Hussein is from Muhammad and Muhammad is from Hussein — as
the Prophet declared it in one of his honorable hadiths and also of his affiliation to the Seal
of the Trustees: Imam Ali, his affiliation the Grand Lady Az-Zahra and his being the inheritor
of all the prophets and trusties .(P.B.U.T).

The image of Imam Hussein — to be seen killed, together with his companions in that
tragic state is unprecedented in history .One word said by Imam Al-Hasan (P.B.U.H.) could
sum up the whole calamity that would befall Imam Hussein , his household and companions:

“No day like your day O Aba Abdullah "

Details discussed via pens of researchers in a spectrum of colors to be the ever flowing
tributary for a library containing treasures of fine literature and glowing thought and on
the theater of reality the festival gallery of the Book Fair settles itself neighboring Hussein’s
Paradise and he who wants to benefit from the smell of this neighboring , should dive deep
into the lines of his books.

The Festival is still abiding by the immortal prophetic heritage as it is rescues mankind




from falling into the trap of ignorance , loss and misguidance ; therefore we should follow
the example of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) which is a natural extension of the message of
Allah’s Messenger (P.B.U.H.) But as for the holy Quran it stands in the van. WHY NOT? Isn't
it the title of the Moslems and the source of their pride ? Don't their throats all daylong
chant like birds loudly reciting chapters of its verses to lead man to the right path ; to enjoin
good and reject evil?

The Evening Meetings for Quran Recitation are mainly dedicated to know how to read

without mistakes ; how to understand the meanings of the verses and how to keep in
mind the remembrance of the Almighty and the remembrance of the pure progeny of Allah’s
Messenger (P.B.U.T) who are equal to the holy Quran and through its immortal words the
Spring of Martyrdom grows up and spreads odors to the world at large .




Definition of the Festival:

The World Cultural of Spring Martyrdom Festival is an intellectual and cultural Festival
annually held and invested completely by the Secretariat General of both Al-Hussein and
Al-Abbas Holy-Shrines since its foundation thirteen years ago in commemoration of the
anniversary birthday of the great Messenger’s grandson (Peace of Allah be upon him and
his pure progeny) Imam Abu Abdullah Al-Hussein (P.B.U.H.) and his brother Abul-Fadhl
Al-Abbas and his son Al-Sajjad (P.B.U.T.).

This same Festival aims at the exchange and interaction of thoughts and coming out
with a

more mature vision for the sake of enhancing the human march towards completion
by way of holding meetings between scientists, religious authorities, creative people,
intellectuals, men of high mentality, researchers to be a good opportunity for all so that
the researcher can deliver his research and meantime interact with those around him of
researchers and listeners to give room for their thoughts and visions to get more mature and
to promote the prominent features of the right religion which can push away the takfiri, the
gloomy and the perverted thought — which is much too far away from the values of Islam
who still, some falsely claim to be proper to follow since Yazid’s time till now.




The same festival, later on, will complete the message of Imam Hussein(P.B.U.H.) by
bringing into light the religion of his grandfather (P.B.U.H.H.) who devoted himself, his
family, and his companions to the cause of Islam and letting Islam stay —well protected
from all kinds of perversion which have been illegally supported and directed by the ruling
authority and the preachers of the time.

The Festival is a fertile oasis to the thoughtful figure wherein he can create and easily
show the dimensions of his talents and the poet as well, which can give him an impetus to
write a poem to convey through his artistic work the lofty meanings of that message and
what bears of wisdom — that immortal epic of Imam Hussein(P.B.U.H.) taking his inspiration
from the people’s sound instinct of their love for Imam Hussein(P.B.U.H.) and his pure
progeny who are associated to this great occasion on which such a festival is held.

This festival contributes to acquainting the world at large and notifying them of Imam
Hussein’s great uprising (P.B.U.H.) on various levels to finally get to the depth desired the
be reached in an attempt to unify the Moslems about a personality who can represent the
grandson of their Prophet (P.B.U.H.) as a true replica of him.

It is a message to convey Imam Hussein’s uprising to the whole world of today through
the representation of their intellectuals, thinkers and personalities who attend the Festival as
guests of honor bearing its international identity since its foundation and the participation
of a number of the countries who usually take part in it and honor us with the presence of
their representatives.




Besides, the role the Festival can play in demonstrating the objectives of Imam Hussein’s
uprising (P.B.U.H.) and stating in the meantime the causes which underlie his holy uprising
with his household and his companions — with his prior knowledge of the current conditions
of that time till his last predictable destination on that Eventful Day.

The starting course of this Festival was in (1427 H. 2005 A.D.) which was crowned with
success despite the crucial security conditions through which our country had hitherto gone.

The Secretariat General of both Holy- Shrines managed to hold a multi- activity program
within a span of one week of its executive period which has been preceded by seven months
of steady preparations for this international gathering to be held - challenging meanwhile
all the hard circumstances which our country had been undergoing at the time being till it
has come to its thirteenth course this year.

After wards, the festival was able to achieve a distinguished standard with regard to
preparation and attendance in all its subsequent courses and within all these years the
festival has appeared in so wonderful attire that it attracted all the audience with respect
to activities, size and quality.

The festivals held in recent years have witnessed a spectrum of activities which
characterized the festival as becoming a remarkable demonstration in the world of culture
owing to their varied items and new interrelated programs like: Evening Meetings for Quran
Recitation, Academic and Hawza Scientific Researches, Symposiums, Evenings for Poetry
Recitation and some other correlated activities such as : Book-Shows as well as starting new




gigantic projects.

Some may tend to ask about the reason behind holding such festivals with such multitudes
of attendants and with such great amounts of overcrowded activities ?!

In reply, we can say that the (Project of the World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival )
has come off along the previous twelve years successfully in imparting a vehement cultural
orientation inside and outside Iraq.

The Festival has got to be responsive today with a broader breath to the new trends and
prospects of the contemporary civilization for the sake of consolidating the intellectual and
cultural qualifications with the highly developed world and succeeded in creating significant
intellectual and spiritual balances in the spirits of those whose former convincing faith in
principles have violently been shaken on account of the few who for the time being managed
with their deceptive means and evasive ways to drive them away from the right path and
to make them wallow in the maze of misguidance and bewilderment.

Building on the foregoing, we can deduce that this festival is the offspring of a culture...
and a jurisprudential school which has amazed the world with its coherence, integration
and deep insight although it has encountered crucial fights with the perverted and corrupt
ruling authorities of the painful past within a period of more than 14 centuries - which is
an extension of the last of the divine messages.

The Festival strives through its varied activities to deepen and consolidate the culture
of Ahlul-Bayt (P.B.U.H.) So, with firm steps, the Festival has become an impressive cultural




foundation because of having in possession a treasure of culture which is in origin : the
skillful products of the participants in it.

For this reason, the Festival is able to awaken the nation via a human, Islamic and a
national project which can elevate with a creative thought by means of constant concern in
intellectual and cultural activities and creative pieces of art which is a part of a distinguished
activity through which a great role can be played to educate the society and increase in its
people sense of responsibility.

In addition to all that, the Festival strives earnestly to confirm the benevolent Husseini
identity who provided all mankind with devotional sacrifice which has renewed in people
the will and the might of erasing the edifice of oppression and vigorously rejecting the
authoritative domination of the unjust super powers over the world.




The Establishment of the Festival.

The starting point of holding this Festival was at the beginning of 2005 (A.D.) at a time
when meetings for the foundation of ‘Media Committee’ (now — Dept. of Media) which belongs
to Al-Hussein Holy-Shrine were held by a number of Preparatory Committee Members. The
proposal for the establishment of a festival includes a number of activities and invitation
cards for a group of personalities of different sects, religions and nationalities from various
countries to expose the Husseini Uprising in its proper position far away from sectarian zeal

This same proposal has won the unanimous approval of the whole members which
later on was raised to the ‘Incumbent Legitimates * of both Holy — shrines — their Eminences
(Al-Sayyid Ahmad As-Safi and Ash- Shaikh Abdul- Mahdi Al-Karbalai( May Allah keep them
safe and sound. ) who, for the time being, were members of the Supreme Committee for
the management of the both Holy Shrines which has been formed by the Grand Religious
Authority after the downfall of the demolished past regime and was named ‘The Spring of
Martyrdom.’




The Reason Behind Naming the Festival :

The reason or the opinion behind choosing the title (Spring of Martyrdom Festival) is that
Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) has metaphorically got two birthdays — the First as all mankind are
has been the third day of Shaaban and the Second birth has been on his martyrdom — the
thirteenth of the great month of Sha’aban.

But the second birthday was the day of his martyrdom (P.B.U.H.) as he, by this martyrdom
has opened a new age for Islam which was about to die out but for his sacrifices which led
Islam’s message stay and its judgments and keep them safe from the Umayyad delusiveness
who legalized the misconducts of Yazid, the tyrant who seized the post of caliphate through
his oppressive tyranny.

Yazid’s illegal behavior turned to be legal in the view of most of the people of the
time because among the simple people, he apparently represented the Caliph !'land he
is regarded as the source of legislation ; so, with the non-knowledge of the overwhelming
majority of the people about what is going on and with the support of the lovers of his
corrupt rule and the utilitarian people who are benefitting from the policy of the Umayyad
and also those who abhor the Prophet Muhammad and his pure progeny(P.B.U.T.) is the
only reason to focus the attention of the people to the enormity of the crime which Yazid




has committed in falsifying religion, deviating it from the right path and excluding it from
its rightful approach.

Eventually, his martyrdom (P.B,U.H.) has been for the rescue of religion which has got
be on the verge of entire collapse and his sudden emergence on the stage was as though
he was born to be immortal in the minds of all the people for ever and rather, he became
the most renowned Imam after Imam Ali (P.B.U.T.) even among non-Moslems and some
may know him well but know nothing about his father or his grandfather owing to the wide
reputation of his cause, its overall impact and great positive results on humanity and Islam.

We may not find a believer all over the world who doesn’t know who Imam Hussein
(P.B.U.H.) is or about his cause since he was immortalized in this epic which has got to be his
second birth. From this starting point it was decided that the name of the festival should not
be ( the spring of rebirth ) symbolically speaking but rather to be(the Spring of Martyrdom).

The ‘martyrdom’ has been the beginning the new natural rebirth of Imam Hussein
(P.B.U.H.)to which we added the word (spring) to give the sense of ‘origin, starting point
evolution of things in nature and the word ‘spring’ is a signal or a nickname denoting
everything new which the festival brings.

It has been like( spring) in lavishly providing the believers with fresh information,
researches and readings to this uprising which has returned to religion its due solemnity,
prestige and preventing falsehood from happening by the Umayyad which could have
led us — while we are in this age -- to an unreal ( man-made) religion which is devoid of




meaning without the sacrifice of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.)

This same name or title was reflected positively on the festival and became an item for
questioning : Why (Spring of Martyrdom ) and thus this name has become an impetus for
the researchers to confirm this doctrinal and religious rebirth of Imam Hussein and not only
the natural birth. This second birth was proved a great success to his honorable uprising
which has secured religion from perversion and made it stay safe and sound till it became
within reach of the successive generations as was conveyed by the Messenger of humanity
(P.B.U.H.H.)

Actually speaking, the Festival of (The Spring of Martyrdom) managed to open fruitful
means of communication from the effectiveness of the gatherings and meetings with all those
concerned with the human completion and its development intellectually and deepening the
ties of intellectual combination between all the intellectuals of the world who are regarded
as brilliant channels of thought and stabilize heritage frames which can express the spirit of
sacrifice in the greatest turning point mankind has hitherto witnessed.

Building on the foregoing, and within twelve successive years on end - we, praise be to
Allah, the Almighty, gather here together in the thirteenth year of the festival through which
this festival managed to develop the true reality which reflects the program of (Ahlul-Bayt )
(P.B.U.T) in addition to stimulating researchers to get on their investigations about the way
of expressing the entity of this Husseini program, it began to possess vast infra structures
in the form of a cultural network for the sake of creating a consistent festival adopting a




spectrum of strategic visions to stand up against the thought which is far away from the
original Muhammadi program.

So, those who are in charge of this career were able to transfer it into a pulpit for
expressing the sanctity of the human content and the comprehensive sacrificial aestheticism
which could contain all the existing identities and thereby trespassing the impediments of
politicization.

Having it based upon this criterion, this festival was principally founded to set up a
highly cultural and civilized experiment and to strive hard to look at ‘reality’ through a
multi-sided vision and through varied intellectual and cultural concepts to be formed
within various frames, orientations and structures which constitute the different identities
of the countries invited to participate in the Festival.

In brief, the most important point in this Festival is the humanitarian sense which will
be reflected and embodied in the items of every activity alongside the five days allocated
to cover the whole of the drawn up scheme wherein they get united with one another to
constitute the appropriate frame of this experiment representing its distinguished practicality
and well expressed through its special independence with a highly disciplined speech which
forms the essential basis.

But it can manifest itself before sublime worlds - bearing meantime the quality of reform
which Imam Hussein(P.B.U.H.) called for with the aim of unifying the reformative thought
and unionizing all affiliations having them all directed towards effective amendments




to combine the brilliant past with a present which establishes a promising future through
a thorough study of the broad space left to us by the Husseini sacrificial effort since it is
regarded as an integrated balance bearing the positively desired change of the whole society
and to him belongs, too the virtue of discovering the defect to the world and scandalizing
the cells which lead to the collapse of a whole society.

It is possible to point out the locations where the effects of the Spring of Martyrdom
Festival can show themselves with regard to the effects it really left on the ground of
reality. Among them we present you the following :




The Intellectual Side:

With utmost pride we can say that this Festival managed to urge the researchers from
all parts of the world and within a period of twelve years of the age of the Festival to dive
into the seas of thinking and contemplating on the Great At-Taff Epic producing consistent
scientific researches mounting to more than (1000)in various fields of knowledge and

every researcher took a part of this epic and of course no one could cover all the dimensions
of that detailed Eventful Day but the most important point in the matter has been the
continuation of the Spring of the Martyrdom Festival which motivated them to go forward
to open new horizons for the renovation and revival of Al- Husseini (P.B.U.H).

Researchers and thinkers unanimously acknowledged, while being on the stage of
delivering their researches which are usually held within the activities of the Festival that
it would be a great honor for man to speak about Imam Hussein(P.B.U.H.) in his spacious
Holy-Shrine and touch upon Karbala Great Event which Allah, the Almighty has regarded as
one of the greatest of Allah’s verses for rescuing mankind from misguidance and illusion.

Therefore, they crowd themselves so to say, shoulder to shoulder during these
celebrations to win the honor of participating in the first place in order to enter into the
world of divine knowledge from its widest - open gates- i.e. Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) who




alone possesses this greatest characteristic.

Some of the participants went farther in the manifestations of their researches to
tighten the tie between the Prophet Abraham (P.B.U.H.) when he came with his son Ishmael
and his mother from Hajer from Iraq and left them in a deserted land in Hijaz and what
followed then by what Allah, the Almighty has ordained to Abraham and his son Ishmael
(P.B.U.T.) after the Acadian Empire had exiled them and according to the opinion of some
- their exile was performed during the era of the Sumerian State when was under the rule
of the Third Ur Dynasty between 21-22 B.C. This vast and broad State covered Iraq and
adjacent parts of the neighboring countries within which large parts of Ash-Sham (now
Syria) and Iran in its current borderlines were included as belonging to Iraqg.

Allah, the Almighty has sent in the shade of that country Allah’s Messenger Abraham
(P.B.U.H.)who then Namrud - its ruler had him exiled after being unable to kill him and
there he stayed in his exile for 40 years ; then Allah, the Almighty has sent him someone
who could have put an end to the imposition of this State and demolished all that which he
had built and finally it became part of the history of that time wherein later on came to be
inherited by another country on the land of Iraq.

But it has become a living divine witness of Allah’s honorable favor to His Prophet
Abraham (P.B.U.H.) as it is evident on the ground of reality where he is visited by millions
of people when they go to perform the rituals of Al-Hajj ( pilgrimage to the glorified Mecca)
and there they glorify His Prophet Abraham there taking Abraham and his son their models




and their typical examples in life.

This same situation has been repeated and renewed with the grandson of our Prophet
Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) with his grandson Al-Hussein (P.B.U.H.) where Karbala has been
and abode without dwellers ... left to be the battle field wherein Al-Hussein and his faithful
companions’ pure bodies had been scattered on its ground for three days without being
buried and his pure household were all taken as captives by the enemies from Iraq and
Al-Sham (now Syria) perfectly incomparable with others for what Allah, the Almighty has
bestowed on him of favors and graces except with his grandfather — the Messenger of Allah
(P.B.U.H.)

Some researchers proceeded on their investigation into getting further information
about Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) in the former divine Books which has got some relationship
with Imam Hussein’s news through his grandfather — the Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H.) and
they found out that the information about Imam Hussein and his cause was as much as that
about his grandfather. (P.B.U.T.)

Those who have dealt with Imam Hussein’s cause in the former divine Books unanimously
concluded in this respect that no other one was mentioned in their Books more the Imam
Hussein and his grandfather (P.B.U.T.)

But another group of researchers have studied the effective contributions to Imam
Hussein’s holy uprising in coining and making man as regards intellect and logic and how
man was taken out of his false bondage of sexual desires and taken into the real bondage




of the absolute truth.

Add to this what some other groups of researchers have touched upon the matter of
man’s will and his liberty in selection of what is legal for man to follow up and the extent
of his ability ti undertake responsibility and this matter is highly important to be put into
consideration and how Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) has submitted to the nation his ethical
attitudes and virtues of good manners within the hardest and most crucial circumstances and
tightened the spiritual ties, with absolute trust and submission to Allah’s will to eventually
make the desired conscious man, the faithful bearer of challenges and the triumphant over
them and the rescuer of the nation from the evil program of the tyrant Yazid.

Out of Imam Hussein’s other achievements through his glorious uprising is this man
whom the multi- million *March of Al-Arbaeen’ has made him grow up and for this reason he
sacrificed himself, responded and implemented the call of the Grand Religious Authorities
of Holy Najaf in numbers far more than what the high religious authority has restricted as
(Al- Jihad Al-Kifaee’) i.e. ( sufficient supply of soldiers which can cover the demand of this
holy fight)

These situations and heroic legends are but one of the fruits of the blessed Islamic
Husseini Revival along side of the fourteen centuries of Islam’s life time and there are more.

There are other groups who follow up the wide-world renown of At-Taff Eventful Day to
get to know about the great media role practiced by Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) in confronting
the malignant tree of the Umayyad which desired in spreading misguidance from the




benevolent legislature of Islam which the Prophet of Mercy and the Seal of Messengers
have brought to mankind.

They strived to thoroughly investigate the depths and dimensions of Imam Hussein’s
firm stands - starting from the city of his grandfather — Al-Madina Al- Munaw-wara before
public who filled the atmosphere with cries and wails and finishing it with entering into
Holy Mecca replacing his Hajj rituals by single Umrah ones and this denotes a great change
in the uprising of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) and what then happened to him till he reached
Karbala.

All these situations signify the vital media role played by Imam Hussein — the Master
of all the Martyrs (P.B.U.H.) which will remain in the long run the starting point for the free
people of the world and the torch light of goodness and guidance.

But as for Imam Hussein’s speeches from the beginning of setting out when he announced
the aim behind his holy uprising wherein he declared :” I didn't go out as an evil-doer, nor
an idle man nor an oppressor nor a corruptor but I set out seeking reform for the nation of

I\\
.

my grandfather Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) I want to enjoin good and forbid evi
This sublime saying has occupied a wide space in the writings of the researchers
for it has been a speech implying wonderful denotations and connotations with regard to
significance of the message he has got to bear and convey to the people of the world.
Any researcher may stand bewildered as to from where to start ? with a revolution
extending into the fathomless depths of history and the depth of the research whose




dimensions are limitless - one side of its broad dimensions is that, in application, it befits
any time and any place when he pierces into its implications and secrets and leaves the door
wide open for researchers to select the topics they like to highlight upon out of this highly
blessed revolution especially what proves to be of benefit with regard to our present state
of being and even during one of the years of this Festival the words : authority, caliphate
and reform had been part of the slogan of the Festival.

It served as a motive for opening a new horizon for researchers as they have found
them significant items, then they restricted the points where they may get mixed with the
modern terms to know their shades of meanings in the past and the present. And such
terms which are associated with (authority, caliphate and reform) have lived through the
ages to generate from their clear and false concepts some other correlated terms.

They did not live through only but rather gave birth to the entire misfortune of the
whole Islamic nation which is still in effect up to this date. Since long, the Islamic intellectual
structure has been living an overwhelming disturbance in concepts and problematic
conditions which display themselves on the intellectual field through ethical and political
deteriorations dealing with the dimensions of the crucial issues in the history of Islam where
this Festival came to be the initial outcome in the project of dissipating that disturbance.

One of its evident proofs lies in that when confusion of mixture often occurs between
(authority and caliphate) across the Islamic history where it has become familiar for
interaction of thoughts and concepts to take place —away from their actual meanings result




from the impact of the political imposition of its vigorous control over our Islamic state of
being and that is because the direction of the political thought is towards becoming the
sole monopolist over the topic of the authority of the ruling system in the State with regard
to what goes in accordance with its interests and what it imposes of orders through its
institutes and instruments which can be effective in application through various means of
trickery, untrue justifications, violence and illegal laws.

Besides, some researchers directed their attention to the secular side in respect of
At-Taff Event by assuming that our acquaintance with Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) started on

the Day of Aashura as though he were born several days before Aashura and was martyred
during that day and some researchers don't pay the least attention to the scientific, ethical
and moral heritage nor do they put their whole night prayers and monologues which Imam
Hussein (P.B.U.H.) has produced at the time being into consideration.... and these are very
simple stations of the multi-sided objectives of the Spring of Martyrdom Festival regarding
the intellectual research side written for you in brief in this booklet.




The Media Side:

The World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival managed within the previous twelve
years of its age to change the world’s outlook about holy Karbala by opening new horizons
which highly amazed the world at what the holy shrines have witnessed of rapid progress
and development within this brief span of time and changing it into a highly glamorous and
shiny sight to the world at large in knowledge, guidance, culture and services after being
deprived of practicing its role because of the oppression and compulsion exercised by the
rulers who made them as locations for practicing worshipping rituals, contemplation and
spiritual provision.

The Festival is regarded as a window through which the representatives of various
countries of different nationalities, religions and sects can get acquainted with the most
prominent architectural, intellectual and service undertaking projects which concern
Karbala holy-shrines which devoted their utmost efforts to submitting to the whole visitors
of these pure holy locations without exceptions the best of services so that they can be the
typical messengers who will convey to their countries such overflow of Husseini bounties.

The World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival is the identity card of a nation
possessing the ever growing up spirit and by way of every phase of the Festival we witness




a sort of development in the procedures of execution and efforts made by names which
were highly illuminated by glittering lights of the great attributes to create some kind of
getting closer to the commonly desired objectives.

Therefore it is quite familiar to witness first the popular cordial welcome, genuine
greetings and sincere respects forwarded by the citizens of Karbala and meantime facilitating
the needs and demands of people’s daily affairs downtown Karbala city.

With the advent of the birth people appear with garments denoting pleasure and
happiness and congratulate one another with smiling faces on this joyful occasion and
adorn the whole parts of the city welcoming the Day of Karbala and its noble guests — the
due day of starting its world—wide Festival.

Building on the foregoing, the participants have spent one year long — waiting for the
month of Shaban to come to celebrate its prophetic glittering lights and then let the festival
of the Spring of Martyrdom to witness with its advent the glamour of its existence.

The availability of such amounts of visible, audible, legible and electronic means of
media whose function is the conveyance of the whole of its activities to the world, reveal
its vehement readiness to express the genuine meaning of the divine message and provide
an opportunity to form an integrated —intellectual speech in addition to a media address.

Most of people understand well the informative space and the conveyance of current
events but ambition lies in submitting this address in a creative spirit — the spirit of the
intellect which can gather all the identities together.and that this address should increase in




glowing when conveyed to other people who differ from one another in language,intellectual
and cultural identities.

The question sounds essential when we ask ourselves :

Why did they get together in Karbala ?

This means that there are intellectual influences through which they got enlightened
and led them to taking part in this gathering which constitutes the nucleus to create
a media awakening or consciousness for focusing the world’s attention to this Karbalai
humanitarian affluence with the aim of not being deprived of it.

Building on the foregoing, the close pursuer of this Festival has managed to read this
Festival’s items by tracing the sensual influences which should inevitably be raised to the
level of corresponding with the occasion and to create an intellectual integration as it
represents the real value of affiliation to Al-Hussein’ allegiance and the greatness of the
human intellect of Ahlul-Bayt (P.B.U.T.) from which the Islamic Unity can be derived.

Out of this effective Husseini glow or affluence we can submit to the world what
represents us as creative intellect bearing the human spirit of running dialogues between
themselves and a programming process that wins a comprehensive unanimous approval
despite the fact Hussein’s Cause (P.B.U.H.) is entirely ethical in origin before being a sectarian
address but it is really a human address.

It is certain that it can easily win the approval of a vast majority of the people by
means of correcting the method of knowledge acquisition which relies on appreciation,




temperament and variations in various visions.

But this human struggle owns a lustrous glow which can draw towards it all the
owners of human hearts so, acquiring knowledge within this caliber or concept turns to be
comprehensive. Nobody can predict the paces of the rapid growth of the Festival but he
feels its existence, since it represents the distinguished efforts made by holy Karbala

It is a remarkable human and national squabble that bestows on man the depth of the
vision which can stand for the real entity of the festival ; therefore we see and feel the
Husseini vehemence which fills our countenances with the glad tidings of allegiance within
which we can see an attempt to reach the level of representing this Husseini edifice.

You can see and enjoy how the comprehensibility of the art which is submitted in this
Festival can, in fact, embody within it, the sense of elevation towards globalizing its
impact through which one can read the toil spent to lovingly gather and contain the
diverse religious identities and various cultures as well as the minorities which rush down
from Europe, Africa, Asia and Southern and northern America.

It has been the only Festival which could cover all of those identities under the Husseini
banner and guidance out of which came into existence this intellectual edifice from the
first year of its foundation — as a minaret round whose glittering lights whole majorities
of people gather together clearly revealing the success of this cultural project through
the attendance of all spectrums and colors of the people including even the people outside
the Islamic shade and this means that the Festival could create and impressive intellectual




blend or mixture which will naturally establish proper means for communicating with the
other.

As for the term of ‘globalization’ in this Festival it has been representing the ambition
of the establisher of this gigantic effort several years before. This ‘globalization * has
not been too big in size to contain this effort which represents the greatness of Imam
Hussein(P.B.U.H.) and the other symbols of goodness in his legendary Event because they
devoted themselves to the world at large through releasing themselves from the bondage
of humiliation, weakness and now, after the passage of thirteen years since the foundation
of the festival, the whole of the world has been witnessing this wide gathering which
stands for the most of the nationalities of the world and countries denoting meantime the
globalization of the festival.

Although this same festival has been emerged since its first prospective step amidst
crucial conditions ( political and security)in Iraq but it continued its march forward depending
upon Husseini persistence and Abbasi constancy for the sake of establishing a civilized
conceptuality which is able to program the glamour of Hussein’s rebirth in Karbala.

So, the role played by Lady Zainab (P.B.U.H.) was no less in effect and significance than
the martyrdom of Imam Hussein himself as she has been the replica of the Imam in word
and deed. If one traces back the details of the uprising after the martyrdom, he will come
to feel the bulk of her influence on public media, well embodied in her meeting s with
Ibn Ziyad in Kufa and Yazid in Ash-Sham ( now Syria)through her eloquent speeches which




stunned them and scandalized them and thus letting history curse them since fourteen
centuries ago and up to now.

In brief, she resumed the march of the Imam by representing t in enlightening the
world about the Imam’s objectives of his uprising through the completion of the appointed
march and to transfer the Husseini Voice to an impressive revival and have it implemented
in such festivals. By paying a visit to any holy shrine of the infallible Imams (P.B.U.T.) one
will find the extent of Imam Ali’'s impact,steadfastness and wisdom there which culminated
in the creation of Imam Ja‘far As-Sadiq ‘s school.

Building on the foregoing, — Can one see the world of today without being affected by
the character and attitudes of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) ? On the whole, this festival, is an
attempt to raise this Husseini vision.

Thinkers and intellectuals with their ethnic and religious doctrines have taken part in the
festival and emphasized that Hussein’s line is revolutionary and gigantic and through their
researches and speeches we have got to know that they were deeply affected by this great
human intellect. The revival of AL- Husseini uprising (P.B.U.H.) in its media echo is like any
successful movement.

If history takes Hussein’s uprising in the form of a temporary event, it cannot win such
tremendous gains but it is estimated well remembered in the past and even in the future
outlook by means of great mourning processions and ceremonies which are annually held
all over the world and even on the peaks of the uninhabited Himalaya mountains wherein




you hear that loud Husseini cry echoing in the steep depths of its valleys by a Husseini
who erects its standard there.

They perhaps have got helpers and advocates who in his honorable remembrance
gather there together and live through the sorrowful Event of Ashura and perhaps they
renew it several times a year and thus from generation to generation they inherited its
conventional formalities and have got from its permanent foundations and noble values what
could suit their circumstances and manage their living issues in order to be the revolution of
every generation and the case of every hour - capable of interaction and production.

Owing to Imam Hussein’s not being the Imam of his age only but the Imam of all the
forthcoming generations up to the Day of Resurrection, so, it is inevitable to see all his
words and deeds and in the van — his uprising — immortally international which can manage
daily and permanent problems till Doomsday is due.

The act of restricting the message of Imam Hussein’s uprising to his age or generation
only is but a great crime against his person (P.B.U.H.) because it means belitting the normal
size of the role he played in keeping safe Islam safe and sound and limiting his message for
which he was created and martyred.

This same goal may be one of the factors that was pushing all the Imams (P.B.U.T.)
to hold mourning gatherings by themselves and urging and encouraging the rest of the
individuals of their households hold such processions especially on Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.).
thus they managed to hold a comprehensive and deep-rooted media message in the hearts




and the minds.

Building on the foregoing, we can say that this Festival could convey the shining image
of holy Karbala and defeat all lies and fabrications which try to speak ill of Iraq, his people
and its sanctities.

It is no exaggeration at all to say that the festival succeeded in disseminating this
thought which has come out to be bearing a great and positive effect on promoting the

economic life of the holy city of Karbala.




The Economic Side :

Among the positive effects which the World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival have
left behind lies in opening new horizons before tourism in general in Iraq and religious
touristic movement in holy Karbala in particular.

It is quite evident to so many people especially during the years which followed the
downfall of the former corrupt regime several attempts to distort the brilliant picture of
Iraq, its holy cities and drawing in lieu of that a bloody picture in the minds of most of the
people especially those who were deprived of winning the honor of blessedness in visiting
the holy-shrines especially the visitors from some distant countries.

But the World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival, through its numerous scientific
and intellectual activities managed to polarize a number not to be sneezed at of remarkable
personalities belonging to various societies, nationalities, religions to have a look at the
essential entity of Iraq, its people, its sanctities and the genuine and realistic picture of this
city and this new scene has become crystal clear and manifest through the ever increasing
numbers of visitors who rush down to Iraqg during various religious occasions all the year
round particularly the formal delegations who are on increase year after year who rush
down to Karbala whom we have never ever witnessed their entry to Iraqg.




For instance, entry of people from Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, France, Africa, Morocco and
others and this undoubtedly has a great positive effect on current economic state of being
and work labor as well as those visitors who record index numbers all coming to visits to
these pure and holy locations in Iraq exceeding the numbers of the foreigners who annually
enter Irag. Most of them come from Saudi Arabia that is from holy Mecca and holy Medina.




The Intellectual Dimensions of the Festival outside Karbala.

The influences of the World Intellectual Spring of Martyrdom Festival on the guests have
been positively clear as they got to be like a big stone which if fallen down into a pond of
water would leave an echo which would reach a humber of meters or perhaps

tens of meters.

The Festival did not restrict itself to covering the limits the two holy shrines - Al-Husseinia
and Al-Abbasia and not only Karbala in particular an d Iraq in general are undertaking this
task of the festival but also the people of the countries who are participants in this Festival.

For example, in Pakistan the Festival was the reason behind making it become the
nucleus for holding or establishing the so- called festival (Naseem Karbala) which is held by
Al- Hussein Holy Shrine and hospitalized a number of their staffs to take part in it or join
the delegates there and we were invited by those who were formerly our guests in our
festival (Spring of Martyrdom Festival. The invitation came from Pakistan to us and we were
cordially received there to convey visions of our own festival to Pakistan.

Praise be to God,( Naseem Festival) is now enjoying its fourth birthday and we are
looking forward to its fifth year and the festival began to yield its delicious fruit not only
locally but also in their sojourn in Islam Abad.

Also there in Pakistan one can witness the impact of our experiment of holding festivals




in holy Karbala. There is the Festival of the Prince of the Believers (P.B.U.H.) which is held
in India held by Al-Abbas Holy-Shrine wherein it hospitalizes the other holy shrines staffs
of Iraq there.It will be held in commemoration of the anniversary of his birthday. on the
thirteenth day of the month of Rajab.

The guests who attended the Festival have had a great effect on transferring the festival’s
experiment to the land of India as though they wanted to say that they hoped to convey
this successful experiment to their land and indeed they submitted an application form to
the Management Office of Al- Abbas holy-shrine. No sooner the ‘Incumbent Legitimate’su
of Al-Abbas holy shrine His Eminence: As-Sayyid Ahmad As-Safj (May Allah keep him safe
and secure ) had read the application form than he accepted to fulfill their demand after
a thorough study of the project with its correlated benefits and transferred the application
to the Dept. of Intellectual and Cultural Affairs which,in turn, had held a successful Festival
under the title of (Amir AI-Muminin’s Cultural Festival).

Up to now, it has extinguished its fifth’s year and on the threshold of its sixth year
wherein each year he chooses one special Indian city with the aim of holding and celebrating
the festival and started harvesting its fruits by issuing over 32 booklets in Urdu language
which has been spread in tens of thousands of copies in additions to thousands of copies
of sealed photos implying Amir Al-Muminin’s sublime sayings (P.B.U.H.) and Public Shows
exhibiting the renowned Visit of Al-Arbaeen and some other affairs — a matter which has
even influenced non- Moslems in India.

Thus, the festival started with its positive and cultural consequences on the land of




India — this multi-colored society of nationalities and religions. One of the fringed fruits of
the Festival is the Ashura Camp in Turkey which has been held by our brotherly guests of
the festival.

They submitted applications for holding or transferring this experiment or part of it or
its colored shades to Turkey. This festival was held for two successive years in Istanbul

where it left a prominent mark there and from its other outcomes is finding a number
not to be sneezed at of translators who are in charge of translation works and publications
of Al-Abbas Holy-shrines in Turkish language.

And, in return, these books can also yield benefits to our bothers in Turkey. As for
Iran the festival had a wide spread echo by holding what is termed as cultural weeks’ in
different cities like Isfahan, Zenjan and Al-Ahwaz and so many activities which were the
echoes of the festival guests.

‘The Spring of Martyrdom Festival’ has its evident effect too on conveying the experiment
of holding likewise festivals in other holy shrines — in that Karbala International Book show
is regarded as one of the activities of the Spring of Martyrdom Festival.

Our festival has been the first of its kind to appear in Karbala, and one was held in
Kadhimain, reminiscent of that experimented in Karbala and another in Al-Alawiya Holy
shrine and still another under the title of Imam Hussein’s Ambassador Book Show which is
held by Kufa Secretariat General at Big Kufa Mosque and the visiting locations which are
related to it and there so many of Book Shows and festivals which are occasionally held in
our holy tombs and honorable visiting locations found here and there in the whole of our




lovely Iraqg.

Besides all that our festival has got a wide and great echo in other local festivals like
Al-Aman Festival at Al-Qadissyia Governorate which is annually held in commemoration of
the anniversary of the twelfth Imam’s birthday- the long awaited reappearance of the savior
of mankind (May Allah hasten his reappearance ).

In addition to the above — mentioned festivals there are some other ones which have
been held as echoes of the first festival held in Karbala wherein they presented cultural
weeks festivals in some Iragi universities and Book Shows in governorates of Semawa,
Thi- Qar, Basrah, Baghdad, Babylon and Wasit and these festivals extended in size and
scope to more than that.

In addition to finding cultural relations with countries wherewith we couldn't hold festivals
or cultural forums like Philippines, Indonesia and Mala.and they themselves requested to
hold festivals in their own countries.

Besides the festivals which we have mentioned before there are some other benefits
which the festival has yielded represented in being the cause of close contact with the
libraries of holy Karbala which could push the cultural side of the city forward and this same
movement led to a considerable increase in the field of writing in general and publication
houses.

We also could benefit from this festival lies in the act of holding the festival of Imam
Al-Hasan (P.B.U.H.) in the city of Hilla — that is, in the center of Babylon governorate on
the fifteenth of Ramadhan which is the memory of his blessed birthday which is usually held




under the auspices of both Secretariat General of Al-Hussein and Al-Abbas holy-shrines
together with holding of Imam Bagqir’s Festival which is annually held by the Secretariat
General of Al-Abbas Holy-Shrine on the eighth of the great month of Shawal which coincides
with the memory of demolishing the graves of the Imams at Bagee.

So, the Spring Martyrdom Festival is exclusively restricted to Imam Hussein and his
brother Al-Abbas (P.B.U.T.) but our ambition goes far beyond this limit. We are eager to
specify a special festival for every infallible Imam to be later established under the auspices
of the two Secretariat General of both Holy-Sh rines Al-Husseinia and Al-Abbasia by virtue
of the success of the mother Festival.

Building on the foregoing, Imam Hasan’s Festival (P.B.U.H.) which we touched upon a
little ago has crowned with compiling several books on behalf of Imam Hasan (P.B.U.H.)
since most of our Islamic libraries suffer from being short of owning books concerning his
brilliant figure as well as the brilliant figure of Imam Al-Baqir (P.B.U.H.).

Add to all that which we aspired to achieve,too — the hope of establishing a festival for
the four infallible Imams at Bagee (P.B.U.T) which has got to be another blessed outcome
stemmed from the mother festival of the Spring of Martyrdom Festival which is held in
commemoration of the anniversary birthday of the holy Messenger of Allah Muhammad
(P.B.U.H.) and his grandson Imam As-Sadiqg.(P.B.U.H.) on the seventeenth of Rabee Al-Wal
every year. These festivals are the fruits and outcomes of the Spring of Martyrdom Festival,




Karbala International Book Fair:

The World Cultural Spring of Martyrdom Festival has covered numerous activities and
actions of different kinds but among the important bases of this Festival is the Book Fair
which has extended as long as the festival has still been unfinished.

But the benefits gained from it were so many that made us later change the title into
(Karbala International Book Fair ) which we would throw more light on the topic when the
subject returns to the benefits of the festival again as the members of the Preparatory
Committee will avail no effort in rendering it a success and invest all their capabilities to let
get out in the best attire that befits the position of this great event and the high position all
Karbala holy shrines occupy in peoples * minds and hearts.

The period of the festival has been prolonged to cover ten days which can be considered
as a continuous distinguished product to be added to the series of successes which have
been achieved in the previous courses with regard to quantity and quality as they could
contribute much to the process of enriching the intellectual and cultural movement in the
holy governorate of Karbala in particular and in Iraq in general.

In its last copy, the number of the participants has mounted to over 300 publication houses
where the accepted ones were (180) consisting (13) countries only namely: (Lebanon,




Egypt, Jordan, Arab Emirates, Syria, Morocco, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Britain, Spain,
Canada and Italy ) and the participations have been in titles of different specializations and
orientations.

They didnt limit themselves to the religious book only but they involved other fields as
well... ranging between academic, cultural, scientific, pediatric education, woman education
and other fields in order to be a comprehensive Book Fair as regards title and specialization
— (academies, universities, research centers. study centers, publication houses for children,
satellite production establishments, printing-publication and distribution houses.

All the holy-shrines inside Iraq and outside also participate in addition other Shiite holy
visiting locations as well as Sunni and Shiite Endowments. The Book Fair Supervising

Committee has taken procedures to prevent through them to put on display any book
which scratches the sovereignty of Iraq or stirs sectarianism or wages an offensive against
religious symbols or deals with immoral issues.

It is possible to say then or rather absolutely right to say that this Book Fair is looked
upon as the most important, so to say,( book — demonstration) of its kind in the whole of
Iraq as it could gather 180 publication houses and 13 countries to get their intellectual and
cultural contributions on display. One big question remains to be asked and demands an
answer from the reader to take part in answering it. The question can be summed up as
follows : How many titles in all fields of knowledge which are annually submitted in Karbala
can the writer, the scholar, the child, the physician, the engineer and others benefit from ?




The Quranic Side:

Because the festival activities are concentrated on the birthdays of the Prophet’s pure
progeny during the blessed month of Sha’ban (P.B.U.T.) and because the pure progeny is
equivalent in moral weight and consideration with the holy Quran and because the Moslems
are in agreement with the verification of the Hadith of Al-Thaqalain on Al-Ghadeer Day , the
holy Quran has got, due to those mentioned reasons, an abundant share in the activities
of the festival through holding evening programs and Quran recitation competitions
representing as paragraphs within its activities .

Quran readers and competitors from various countries were invited to attend such
gatherings and reinforcing the festival with a skillful spectrum of the highly distinguished
ones with regard to their countries in performance starting from the honorable Azhar in
Egypt up to Indonesia , Iran, Malayesia, via India, Afghanistan , passing through European
and western countries through Turkey .

Really speaking, these get-togethers and meetings are but golden opportunities for
new - comers to discover ( with retaining their own sects and beliefs which in most cases
differ from what the majority of Iragis embrace ) the real truth of the School of Ahlul-Bayt
(P.B.U.T) and their followers in Iraq and other countries as they have faith in the same
Quran in which the other Moslems believe and what they employ in the campus of their
holy Imams .

There is no room for fiction which spread about them by Takfiri groups, ill speakers




of Islam and all Islam opponents. The Quran is a Book which unites and gathers the
overwhelming majorities of Moslems together in the shade of one of the of the Imams
of Ahlul-Bayt.(P.B.U.T) — the “Second Weighty Treasure “which is entrusted by our Prophet
(P.B.U.H.) besides the First Treasure i.e. the holy Quran -

The festival played an important part in drawing the curtain off the facts that were
hidden from some of the followers of Ahlul-Bayt (P.B.U.T) and it had a role in revealing
the truth that what combines the Moslems together are more than what makes them differ
from one another . It is the Quran that was targeted by some who tried to visualize as being
restricted to one community of Moslems, not all !!!

And thus the messages have been the best of what the Festival has achieved on the
ground of reality and with the same effect .

The literary Side :

The Festival managed to agitate the inherent power of the poets in their Arabic literary
work and eloquently express what the poets bear in their minds of thoughts and ideas and
what they cherish in their hearts of emotions, feelings and worries and reveal what they
feel of high regard and respect towards the pure progeny of Muhammad , the Messenger
of Allah (P.B.U.T) especially those to whom this festival is dedicated in commemoration of
their anniversary birthdays during which poets are requested to deliver the new products




through their appointed poetic eves.

The Festival has been a great chance for the interaction of thoughts and talents between
the poets and thinkers with regard to their various countries , religions , sects and their
interviews over one subject. The Festival also served as a means of acquaintance between
one another , communicating with one another and caring about some who were in need
of development .The Christian has got harmonized with the Sunni , the Shiite, the Darzi, the
Sabi’e in their love of Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) and the values of his uprising.

So, this festival in this respect the factor of creating unity among them despite their
different religious beliefs, and their sub-divisions as the Master of the Martyrs could unite
them and eventually inspired them to produce their collections of poetry which have been
compiled in the previous years to be based on one consistent and coordinated line.

It is Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) who created this harmonious atmosphere in the souls and
hearts of all - through his immense uprising and the love of the pure progeny’s house of
mercy.

All these matters are considered as ripe fruits with profuse shades all crowned with
the term “Spring of Martyrdom”. But as for popular poetry, it has also got its share in the
Festival . It is an original art born out of the womb of the ancient cultures and languages
which has lived with every town and village before the entry of Arabic culture and with the
passage of time has mixed an interacted with those cultures and produced various accents
and dialects which later was called ( Popular Poetry) as it has been for the time being very
near to the spoken language .




So, because the people enjoy this color of verse owing to its close relation to their daily
culture it has got its masses who appreciate it and there are bulks of wonderful poetry of
such kind which glorify Imam Hussein’s uprising most of which have dealt with the legendry
Event in the location where has got something to do with that Eventful Day. They were so
interacted with the story of the uprising that it has become part of their life and found its
reflection in their hearts and minds , in the conduct of its individuals and their feelings . It
is Iraq.

The Iraqi people lived the tragedy in their consciences which culminated in poetry of

high aesthetic value, highly impressive . They excelled in their recitation of their fiery and
emotional and enthusiastic pieces of verse which stirred the audience who all burst into
crying and pathetically harmonizing with the situation directing their poetry once against
the oppressors and once on stating the details of At-Taff Uprising mixing the ancient
Iragi Sumerian heritage with all of its sorrowful cultural implications in the most vivid and
enticing style.




Conclusion

The lines which you have covered up to now from start to finish are but a summary
of the details of the World Cultural, Spring of Martyrdom Festival which is held under the
auspices of the Secretariat General of both Holy-Shrines - Al-Husseinia and Al- Abbasia
— acquainting the invited delegates with the objectives behind holding this Festival and
what the participants have vehemently contributed to it according to their specializations
through their publications in verse and in prose .

This brochure has brought into light the efforts made by the participants and the
organizers altogether for the sake of reaching the desired goal which implies submitting
our creative and intellectual outlook by what we have inspired from the immortal uprising of
Imam Hussein (P.B.U.H.) through the overflow of his blessings which have become a guide
to the greatness of human intellect of Ahlul — Bayt(P.B.U.T)

The brochure which is between your hands is a manifestation of the desired goal from
the festival in exposing Hussein’s prospective and its recurrent echo all over the world

hoping meantime from the Almighty to bless all with what pleases Him and wins His
consent .




